
EWING TOWNSHIP ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION 
Board Room at Ewing Senior Center 

999 Lower Ferry Road 
Ewing, NJ 08628 

July 21, 2015 Meeting Minutes 
 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER-OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS STATEMENT:  
Chair Lee Farnham called the meeting to order at 6:40 PM. He began by reading the following statement: 
“The notice requirements provided for in the Open Public Meetings Act have been satisfied. The Ewing 
Township Council properly gave notice of this meeting in the resolution on January 1, 2015 which was 
filed with the Clerk and posted in the Ewing Township Municipal Complex, and has been sent to the 
Times of Trenton and the Trentonian newspapers.”  
 
II. ROLL CALL  
 
PRESENT:  
 Bruce Black 
 Dan Burke 
 Ann Farnham 
 Lee Farnham 
 John Hoegl 
 Joe Mirabella 
 Joanne Mullowney  
 Jeff Passe 
 Jo Ann Povia 
 
MEMBERS OF GENERAL PUBLIC: None 
 
III. Minutes: 
 May and June minutes approved. 
 
IV. Statement from the General Public:  
 None 
 
V. Committee Reports 
 
 a) Site Review: Property at 1573 Parkside Avenue in Ewing. 

 Comments were made about insufficient dumpster collection sites and the location of the 
one dumpster. This location has been dictated by the Fire Department in order to 
maintain emergency access, and it was stated that excess trash would be “dumped as 
needed”. 

 Landscape plans evidently are not made by a qualified professional and the quality of 
the landscape plan is poor. We suggest clarifying the ordinance, which now states that 
landscape work is to be done “by a professional” but does not specify what kind of 
professional. 

 EEC environmental comments were not included in the Planning Board review: Jo Ann 
does not know why but said that she would inquire. 

b) TCNJ 

 Two additional buildings (120 more beds and another restaurant) are being added to the 
Town Center. 

 The alignment of the entrance onto the boulevard was questioned in review as to its 
security. 

 The question was raised as to whether there are plans of the project available on file at 
the township. 

 c.) Green Team: 

 No date has been agreed upon for Comfest as there is a location conflict. 



 An 11 mile bicycle ride has been proposed for 10/24 but no route, headquarters or final 
date has been confirmed. Ted Forst will be instrumental in this decision.  

 In October Joe Mirabella will give a lecture on nuclear power and the history of 
enforcement at William Patterson College(?). 

 On June 24 a presentation about invasive species went very well and was well attended. 
There is a new App. for invasive species  – by the NJISST- which will allow contributions 
to the data base and early warning about NJ invasive species. 

 The Farm to Table event at Terhune Orchards on July 23
rd

 and its price were discussed. 
To date, 125 people have registered.  

 The Green Team Energy Committee (John Hoegl) is waiting for a “Direct Install” report. 
Coming up are municipal audits and low cost housing audits. Two companies are being 
considered and more projects are expected after August. . (LEAP is a similar program by 
the county.) Bruce Black suggested a tour of examples of this work, for example, in 
Princeton. 

d. Website:  

 There will be a meeting with Joanne, Dan, Jo Ann and Lee about completing the website; 
the date will be suggested by Joanne Mullowney by email 

e. Tree of the Month 

 Lee reported on his conversation with Bill Sanservino of the Ewing Observer. The June 
and July TOMs were not published and Mr. Sanservino said that not only are they too 
long but “formulaic” and not of great general interest. Lee stressed the importance of the 
articles to the EEC and said we would try to shorten them and make them less formulaic. 

 The EEC discussed changing the article to “Ewing Trees”, Trees of Mercer County”, 
“Plant of the Month”, and attempting to include the articles in other township papers. It 
was also suggested that we add planting guidelines and other information to the articles. 

 Ann said that the location of the chosen monthly trees has not been specified because 
homeowners have generally not wanted their addresses disclosed. 

 There has been feedback on the articles: questions and suggestions. Ann has added her 
email address on the articles for these questions and suggestions until our website can 
accept them.  

 Ann announced that the TOM for August was Sourwood, Oxydendrum arboreum, a 
native tree. 

j. Detention Basin Project:  

 Ann said that she would email Dan, Joanne and Bruce regarding a meeting date. 

 The willingness of the township to use its detention basin as a model was discussed and 
it was agreed that this site or another be approved before any plans are initiated. 

 A site plan of the township building needs to be procured. . 
k. Invasive Species Update 

 Joe Mirabella reported that the June 27 morning field trip to inspect Gold Run yielded no 
Trapa natans (Water Chestnut) even with the help of his two Invasive Plant Retrievers  
Maddie and Daisy (they found many golf balls, however). The lake at Katzenbach and the 
lakes at TCNJ also showed no evidence of the weed. 

 Jo Ann and Ann both reported that the pond at Pennytown, on Rte 31/Rte 654 in 
Pennington is clogged shore to shore with Trapa natans and a conversation with the 
Pennington Environmental Commission would be beneficial. Jo Ann said that students 
had cleared out the pond at one point.  

 It was suggested that speaking with garden center and nursery owners might yield good 
results if they were asked to stop selling invasive plants such as burning bush and 
Japanese barberry. This will be discussed further in the future after consulting with the 
NJISST to determine what they have done in this respect.  

 
VI. Old Business 
  

a. Pipeline:  

 Jo Ann reported that 70% of properties along the pipeline route have not allowed pipeline 
development on their land. There will be the possibility of Eminent Domain in these 
cases. The DEP had asked PennEast for more information before making a decision. 

http://njisst.org/
http://penneastpipeline.com/


 Jo Ann said that there had been objection to soil borings by the pipeline organization at 
Bald Pate Mountain. 

 There is the possibility of risk to endangered wildlife and plants but there is no database 
on which to operate. Bruce said that there are some lists of rare plants in certain places. 

 Mercer County reportedly will allow pipeline work along powerline land. 
 
b. Watson Park  

 Pete Boughton met with Jordan the Watershed Ambassador, and Dan to work on a map. 
c. Johnson Trolley Trail:  

 There has been no earthwork accomplished, no mowing, and the entrance boulder has 
not been re-located. 

 With no preparation, it is too late to consider any landscaping this season. 

 The grant will require an extension if the work is to be done in the Spring. 

 Dan says that nothing can be done until a watering setup is established as well. 

 A maintenance plan for the trail must be established. 

 The plaque design was discussed with the information that Mayor Steinmann wants his 
name on the plaque.   

d. ERI and CE 

 A meeting will be scheduled for August based on Chuck Latini’s observations. 
e. Outreach: 

 Lee reiterated the importance of outreach, suggesting that EEC members attend other 
township EC meetings. 

 The Stony Brook-Millstone tour on June 25 drew very favorable comments. 
 

VIII.  New Business: 
 
a. Sustainable New Jersey’s Farm to Table event will take place at Terhune Orchard on July 23 and 

its cost were discussed. 
b. Jo Ann Povia reported that a new assembly bill, passed 76-0 (3133, Senate S 2624) will permit 

Private Wildlife certification; landowners will be allowed to create habitats with no objection and 
the NJ Audubon will be involved. 

c. Jo Ann said that the Assembly office is seeking interns for legislation, etc. They would be granted 
course credit. 

d. Joanne Mullowney suggested that the EEC sponsor periodic walks during good weather in town 
with interested public to point out and discuss insects, birds, and other wildlife. 

e. It was suggested that environmental commissions along the proposed pipeline have people to 
advise homeowners what is threatened, and how to identify it. ANJEC might have a role in this 
statewide as well.  

 
IX. Correspondence 
 
There was no new correspondence. 

 
X. Adjournment:  
 The business of the Commission having concluded, Dan moved that the meeting be adjourned 
and the motion was seconded by Bruce Black. It was approved unanimously at 8:30 P.M. 
 
 

 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Lee Farnham, Chair      Ann Farnham, Acting Secretary 
 

Attachments: None 


