
EWING TOWNSHIP ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION  
2 Jake Garzio Drive 

Ewing, NJ 08628 
June 17, 2014 Meeting Minutes 

 
I.  CALL TO ORDER-OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS STATEMENT: 
 

Chair Lee Farnham called the meeting to order at 7:22 PM.  He began by reading the following 
statement: “The notice requirements provided for in the Open Public Meetings Act have been 
satisfied. The Ewing Township Council properly gave notice of this meeting in the resolution on 
January 1, 2014  which was filed with the Clerk and posted in the Ewing Township Municipal 
Complex, and has been sent to the Times of Trenton and the Trentonian newspapers.” 
 

II. ROLL CALL 
    PRESENT:  
 Dan Burke  
 Lee Farnham 
 Ann Farnham 
 John Hoegl - excused 
 Joe Mirabella  
 Arti Sahni 
 
    EXCUSED 

Jo Ann Povia 
John Hoegl 
     

  
 ABSENT: 
  Joe Schmeltz  
 
  

III. MINUTES: 
Approval of Minutes:  The motion for approval of the minutes for May 2014 was shelved for this 
meeting.  
 
 

IV.  STATEMENTS/COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC:  
 We had one citizen present for this meeting, Mike Mc Gurk, who lives on Pennington Rd. He is 

interested in environmental issues and came to learn more about the Ewing Environmental 
Commission. 
 

VI. COMMITTEE REPORTS 
  Planning board JoAnn Povia 

JoAnn reported on the June 5
th
 meeting. She reported on the 1576 Olden Ave. application. 

Church and Dwight’s signage was the next issue.  
 

Site review: Ann Farnham 
Ann attended the Site Review meeting and reported on the Home Front and car dealership 
application. Home Front was excluded from Planning Board review (and Site Review 
recommendations), and the New Jersey Coalition of Automotive Retailers, Inc. was given 
EEC recommendations for plantings, the plant list, and ordinances. They made all the 
recommended changes and were later approved by the Planning Board.    

  
Green Team: Joe Mirabella 
Joe reported on the Green Team’s visioning project of June 7

th
 that was held at TCNJ. This was 



the kick-off meeting on this topic. About 40- 50 people attended the meeting. They are also 
working on a new blog. 

   
Johnson Trolley Trail: Lee Farnham 
Lee is in conversation with the township regarding the plantings along the trail. This will be done 
in September.  The township is planning on two plantings dates- one in the fall and another in the 
spring. The seeds that are proposed for planting are low maintenance. 
Lee talked with the DEP for a grant extension and gave Ewing Township a draft letter to request 
that and reimbursement for expenses incurred.  The other pending issue is painting the bridge 
and signage.  Painting the bridge is a major job and may require netting for environmental 
protection.  Dan Burke recommended a primer that will be environmentally friendly because it 
bonds around the rust and you paint over it, rather than chip and scrape... 
  
 
Tree of the Month:  Ann Farnham 
The tree selected for July is Littleleaf Linden. Ann wrote the column for this tree and brought out 
the historic connection with the planting of these trees along Carlton Avenue in Ewing. 
 
Membership Committee:  
Joe Schmeltz resigned from the Ewing Environmental Commission, but will be happy to consult if 
we need his expertise instead of a committee member. 
 
ETRA: Joe Mirabella 
Get his notes via email… 
 

  
VII. OLD BUSINESS:  

1. Presentation on Jacobs Creek Rd: Based on the information collected through the 
presentation in the previous meeting, Ann and Lee visited the site and gave a report on it.  

2. Trip to Christina Seix Academy will be scheduled for the summer. 
3. The EEC team is working to find replacement for the 2 vacancies we have. Lee has reached 

out to some interested and potential residents of the township, but all are asked to find 
replacements.  It would help if new members add a specific expertise, i.e. planning, 
environmental science… 

4. Annual Report: Lee Farnham will be working to put this together along with JoAnn Povia. 
 

NEW BUSINESS:  
1. Lee requested volunteers for the invasive species inspection.  Joe Mirabella is the new 

chairman of this committee.  He (and Maddie) will head our invasive efforts.  The potential 
date for this has was scheduled for Saturday, the 21

st
. 

2. ANJEC capital day. This was on May 30
th
 2014. Lee and Ann Farnham attended. Lee gave a 

brief report on storm water training. 
3. Lee spoke about the ANJEC program on May 31

st
, 2014. This was the Duke Farms Gala. 

4. The EEC has decided to postpone the road show for the fall. 
5. Lee gave a rundown about upcoming ANJEC events 
6. Joe Mirabella- talked about his presentation at the Kiwanis Club on the RGGI (Regional 

Greenhouse Gas Initiative):  A court has ruled that NJ's withdrawal from RGGI in 2011 was 
done unilaterally, without seeking public comment, and that was wrong.  Public comments on 
RGGI are being accepted from July 7-early September, and ANJEC wants local 
environmental commissions, Township Councils and citizens to make public comments in 
support of NJ going back into RGGI.  Lee distributed background information on RGGI, and 
how it has helped the nine states that participated lower emissions faster.  In addition, the 
ANJEC handout included a model resolution for Councils to adopt, as well as a sample press 
release for local media.  He plans to talk with the Administration, and possibly GT members 
for a coordinated effort on getting positive RGGI comments. 

 



 
VIII. Correspondence:  

There was no correspondence for the May month other than the newsletter of the Stony Brook 
Millstone Watershed newsletter. 

  

IX.     ADJOURNMENT: The business of the Commission being concluded, Dan Burke made a motion to 
adjourn the June meeting, which was approved unanimously at 9.12 P.M. 
 
 
 
____________________________________     __________________________________ 
Lee Farnham, Chair                Arti Sahni, Secretary. 
 
 
 
These minutes approved on ___________________________________         
   
 


