
 

 

MEETING MINUTES 

Ewing Township Environmental Commission 

Municipal Complex, 2 Jake Garzio Drive 

Ewing, NJ 08638 

January 15, 2008 

 

I. Call to Order – Open Public Meetings Statement.   

 

The notice requirements provided for in the Open Public Meetings Act 

have been satisfied.  Notice of this meeting was properly given in the 

resolution by the Ewing Township Council on January 3, 2007, which was 

transmitted to the Times of Trenton and the Trentonian, filed with the 

Clerk of the Township of Ewing and posted in the Ewing Township 

Municipal Complex, all on January 3, 2008.  This notice was read when 

Chairman Hiscock opened the meeting at 7:15PM 

Roll Call. 

Chairman Hiscock called the roll.  Peter Boughton, Lee and Ann Farnham, 

John Hoegl, Erin Indelicato, Hal Moeller, Aimee Williams and the 

Chairman were there.  Scott Butterfield was excused. 

  Guests present were: 

a. Dave Thompson, Business Manager, Ewing Township 

b. Helaine Liwacz, NJ Watershed Ambassador 

 

II. Swearing In 

Kim Macellaro, Deputy Clerk of Ewing Township swore in the EEC 

members for the following terms: 

a. Ending 12/31/2008: Peter Boughton, Lee Farnham, Michael 

Hiscock and John Hoegl (second alternate). 

b.  Ending 12/31/2010: Ann Farnham, Hal Moeller, Erin Indelicato   

and Aimee Williams (first alternate). 

c. Scott Butterfield’s term expires 12/31/2010, but he needs to 

be sworn in. 

d. Hutch, Ewing Township’s official photographer, took a picture 

of the EEC after the swearing in. 

 

         



 

 

 

 III. Election of Officers 

        Nominations for Chairman of the Ewing Environmental Commission,   

Vice Chairman and Secretary of same were sought in addition to the 

incumbents, all of whom agreed to continue in their posts.  There being no 

new nominations for any position, the incumbents were re-elected to their 

posts by acclamation.  The officers for 2008 are: 

a. Michael Hiscock, Chairman 

b. Peter Boughton, Vice Chairman 

c. Scott Butterfield, Secretary 

 

IV. Approval of previous meeting minutes. 

On a motion by Michael Hiscock, seconded by Ann Farnham, the 

previous meeting’s minutes were approved unanimously. 

 

V. Mail call 

ET Resolution #07R-161 of November 27, 2007 was in the mail.  It was 

in support of Bike and Pedestrian Pathways on the new Scudders Falls 

bridge project, and of the sound barriers for the NJ side.  The 

penultimate paragraph stated to whom the Resolution would be sent but 

none knew if it had been done.  Lee Farnham will follow up with Kim 

Macellaro. 

 

VI. Committee reports 

  Tree Ordinance.  Ann Farnham reports that she’s received little 

feedback on the proposed ordinance, and asks EEC members if they will 

please read it and give her comments.  All agree to comply. 

  Planning Board.  Hal Moeller reports that the January meeting was 

cancelled and that the contract for CMX/Schoor dePalma has expired.  

There is a comment about whether all appointments on the Planning 

Board were made as they should have been, and that it’s under review.  

The Ewing Township Redevelopment Agency (ETRA) redevelopment plan 

for Olden Ave. will be voted on at the ETRA meeting on January 22, 

2008. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

VII. New Business 

A. Aimee Williams says the D&R Greenway Trust has a lot of interest in 

potential projects in Ewing Township, and mentions their experience in 

working with Green Acres, Blue Acres, Open Space Funding, etc.  She 

asks what’s been done in Ewing Township? 

  Erin Indelicato summarizes the Rte. 29 property situation 

(surrounding the Revere restaurant and mentions Jones Farm too.  Dave 

Thompson, Bus. Mgr. of the Township says that he’s had a number of 

meetings with the owner (Franklin) of some of the Rte. 29 property and 

that he’s been told that, with the new State on NJ Flood rules, support 

for his project is unlikely.  

  Aimee adds that D&R Greenway Trust would like to coordinate an 

application for funds for Ewing Township, as having a non-profit apply 

for funding makes the project eligible for more support. 

B.  Hal Moeller says that a proposal to ANJEC by a grant writer is in 

the works, and that he knows that a community-wide trail program, for 

example, would be well received by ANJEC. 

C.  Ann Farnham says that she has arranged for Mayor Ball to issue a 

Township proclamation honoring Rachel Lawton, a Fisher School seventh 

grader who won a statewide DEP contest with a poem about the need to 

recycle.  The award will be on January 16th at the Mayor’s meeting. 

  

       IX Dave Thompson, special guest 

       On the job for a year now, Dave Thompson was invited to the meeting to 

update the EEC on projects that Ewing Township is involved in, and to learn 

more about what we’re doing.  This is a summary of his remarks: 

A.  Ewing Senior and Community Center (former JCC) 

The project has two parts because funding is from two separate sources: 

Bath Houses and Senior Ctr. 

  The Senior Center might have solar panels and thermal pane windows, and 

Spiezle Assoc. (Jason Kliwinski, Director of Sustainable Design) continues to 

work with the County and on this, but ET is not yet able to commit to a 

specific sum for the project.  Erin asks about sustainability on the Senior 



Center and the Bath Houses, and cost, and learns that no one has any 

appetite for putting a budget figure in writing. 

  The Bath Houses, at least, may be returned to what Kahn’s original plan 

had: a green square through which you gain access to.  The architects have 

hired green-oriented planners/architects to help with the planning, and the 

vast parking lot sounds like it’s about to get a lot greener. 

   An organization called Mercer at Play may also have some money for this 

project. 

 B.  Naval warfare center. 

The Lowe’s project is moving along.  The owner of the property will tear 

down all ugly buildings, and has agreed to never put a Walmart there. 

  C.  Silvia Street. 

CSX has completed their study and their freight line will not be abandoned, 

so Silvia St. extension is a dead issue.  Pete asks if there can be creative 

ways to protect the wetlands there, and animal trails, but Dave says it’s a 

really complicated issue with many conflicting interests, and suggests he talk 

to Lucy Walters. 

 D.  Open space 

Mike asks if the Township ever worries about the cost of maintaining open 

space, and Dave says that it does.  So his follow-up is if ET has ever 

considered an open space tax.   

 E.  Current projects 

Among the projects that would interest the EEC are: 

    (1) Lower tax rate.  Dave says the Administration been successful in 

lowering the anticipated tax increase from 43 cents to 18 cents. 

    (2) Public recycling campaign (GO GREEN).  Dave talks about the high fees 

we pay to trash haulers and the county, and talks about sharing services with 

other townships (Lawrenceville, Hamilton, etc.)  If there are dollars available 

to promote recycling (after Erin mentions the Cleanup campaign that Nancy 

Haworth works with), then Dave says the Township will do what it can.  He 

thinks a good way to get adults to recycle is to work on their kids so that 

the shame their parents into getting with it.  Several have seen anecdotal 

evidence of this working. 

     (3) FY 2009 budget.  ET fiscal year runs July 1-June 30, so please get 

the EEC request in during March, 2008.  “Don’t let us forget you,” is Dave’s 

final remark on the FY09 budget.  

     (4)  Hybrid vehicles are spreading.  Six more are being bought for code 

enforcement.  That makes seven of about two hundred in the Township. 



     (5)  Street light replacement with PSE&G 

The 30 yr. old mercury vapor lights cost a lot, but PSE&G’s replacement plan 

is only 5% a year.  The Township has pressed them to do better and they’re 

doing 15% in the first year and may accelerate the replacement of the rest. 

     (6)  Delaware River flooding 

Jan. 18 is the closing date for comments on the new flood mitigation rules, 

but we know that New York City (under pressure from diverse groups) is now 

agreeing to let some of the water in their reservoirs go in advance of large 

storms, to lessen the negative effect later if more was released all at once 

to keep the reservoirs from overflowing. 

     (7) Stream monitoring and clean out 

This critical area needs DEP approval.  One of the problems it faces, which 

delays the approval, is that it adds to existing problems downstream where 

systems are already over-taxed. 

 

 

       ADJOURNMENT 

 

       At 9:15PM, there being no further business, Peter Boughton moved, 

seconded by Hal Moeller that we adjourn.  The vote was unanimous. 

 

 

 

Michael Hiscock, Chair    Lee H. Farnham, Acting Sect. 

 

These minutes approved on _______ 2007 
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