
MEETING MINUTES 

Ewing Township Environmental Commission 

Municipal Complex, 2 Jake Garzio Drive 

Ewing, NJ 08638 

November 20, 2007 

 

I. Call to Order – Open Public Meetings Statement.   

 

The notice requirements provided for in the Open Public Meetings Act 

have been satisfied.  Notice of this meeting was properly given in the 

resolution by the Ewing Township Council on January 3, 2007, which was 

transmitted to the Times of Trenton and the Trentonian, filed with the 

Clerk of the Township of Ewing and posted in the Ewing Township 

Municipal Complex, all on January 4, 2007.  This notice was read when 

Chairman Hiscock opened the meeting at 7:07PM.  

 

II. Roll Call. 

Chairman Hiscock called the roll.  Peter Boughton, Lee and Ann Farnham, 

Hal Moeller and the Chairman were there.  Erin Indelicato and Aimee 

Williams were excused.  Rus Staniec was absent. 

III. Approval of previous meeting minutes. 

On a motion by Pete Boughton, seconded by Mike Hiscock, the previous 

meeting’s minutes were unanimously approved. 

IV. Statements/Comments from the public on items on the 

agenda.  Members of the public present, John Hoegl and Lynn 

Robbins.  We were later joined by Helaine Liwacz, the current 

Americorps NJ Watershed Ambassador, who volunteered to help 

with EEC projects.  Mayor Jack Ball also stopped by in between 

engagements, and met John Hoegl, a potential EEC member for 

early in 2008. 

 

V. EEC priorities and discussion 

 

At the last meeting Chairman Hiscock had asked all to think of what 

direction the EEC should take, and to identify projects that each would like 

to work on.  He talked about having co-heads for each project, having 

realistic goals and accountability, and monthly status reports.  Each EEC 

member present was then polled about projects that interested them: 



Ann Farnham is very interested in the Shade Tree Ordinance and 

volunteered to study it to include more specific information than it now has.  

Hal Moeller will send her the current draft, stalled since the EEC meeting 

with Mayor Ball and Dave Thompson in March.  (Mike Hartsough, ET 

attorney, has told several members that having a Shade Tree Ordinance for 

public trees in ET is a “no-brainer.”).  Scott Butterfield may join Ann on this 

project.  New ET projects in the offing (Naval Warfare Center, GM, two 

CONJ dorms) make this an urgent priority. 

 

John Hoegl and Mike Hiscock have been working on solar power for the EEC 

and met with a company named Soltage after doing some research.  Soltage 

installs solar panels at their own expense, but gives the customer a 20% 

price reduction in the first year.  Soltage increases the price 1.5% in the 

years thereafter (substantially lower than price increase projections for 

conventional electricity.  It takes about four months to accomplish.  Mike 

met with ET CFO John Barrett to get monthly ET utility bills for PSE&G for 

analysis.  He also talked with Mike Hartsough who thinks it is legal to do an 

ordinance to exempt solar installations from paying an increased property 

tax. 

 

Other solar possibilities for ET are also being investigated. 

 

Peter Boughton has long been interested in ET Greenways/bike paths and 

mentioned that he had chaired a meeting of the EEC subgroup on Oct. 25 at 

Benjamin Temple house, along with EEC member Aimee Williams, and John 

Hoegl.  Members of Lawrence Greenway were there, as well as our assigned 

Planner from Mercer County, Katrina Placer, who spoke on possible LT/ET 

pathways that Mercer Co. planners are considering.  Pete showed a Power 

Point presentation on the trolley trail between Lawrence/Ewing Townships. 

 

On October 28, Pete and Bonnie and John Hoegl took part in a Lawrenceville 

Township sponsored walk around the new Loveless Nature Preserve, which 

included a short stretch on the trolley trail. 

 

Although time is short, Pete is trying to help Sandy Stark, a grant writer 

from Ruckenstein Assoc., a firm working on grants with Ted Forst’s office, 

to write a grant application for $25,000 for the trolley path greenway. 



Pete also said the EEC should try to identify people of influence in ET and 

persuade them to collaborate with us on our environmental ideas for the 

Township. 

 

Hal Moeller spoke succinctly about his interest in stream monitoring, and 

how he sees other potential EEC projects in the Naval Warfare site, GM and 

JCC areas.  He felt we could make some inroads by offering Ann Farnham’s 

expertise (landscape architecture) to ET for the JCC and for ET offices 

(she did consult with Ted Forst right after our JCC tour earlier this year). 

 

In addition to stream monitoring, Hal said he had interest in anything to do 

with recycling, recycling and recycling. 

 

Lee Farnham’s main interests are two:  drafting a plan to start implementing 

recommendations for the EEC and the Planning Board (with Planning Board 

cooperation/liaison) and, capitalizing on the EEC connection with Dan 

Steinberg of The Climate Project.  He feels we have a real opportunity to 

educate students, service clubs, etc. and that we must seize it. 

 

  PERSONAL COMMITMENTS MADE AS RESULT OF DISCUSSION: 

a. Solar project:  Mike Hiscock and John Hoegl 

b. Shade Tree Ordinance: Ann Farnham and Scott Butterfield (?). 

c. Conservation Element implementation: Lee Farnham and Hal Moeller. 

d. Ewing Township Pathways: Peter Boughton and Hal Moeller. 

e. Website: Lynn Robbins 

f. Climate Control Project: Lee Farnham 

g. Influencing Ewing Township decisions: John Hoegl 

 

Orphan projects looking for sponsors: JCC, a Green Ordinance, recycling, 

Ewing Township landscaping, finding and encouraging persons of influence in 

Ewing Township. 

 

(Note: since our collective knowledge of how the legislative process works in 

Ewing Township was sketchy, Lee Farnham is going to ask Erin Indelicato to 

educate us on it). 

   

VI. New Business.        



          A. Mike Hiscock went to a November 1 meeting of the Ewing Flood 

Mitigation task force.  State engineers only talked about how Rte. 29’s flood 

mitigation is going to be handled. 

         b. Scudder’s Falls Bridge.  An ordinance is on the ET Council agenda to 

support the bicycle/pedestrian path and noise barricades and Pete Boughton 

was looking for EEC members to go and to be vocal about support.  It seems 

that those most affected by it (residents who would benefit most from the 

noise barricades) should be in the audience to support it, so he was going to 

look at it from that angle instead. 

        c. Ann Farnham contacted the principal of Fisher School about the 

seventh grader who was the DEP poetry contest winner, to find out if she 

would be available to be recognized by Ewing Township as well.  (The idea is 

to have Mayor Ball award her a Certificate of Appreciation at the January 

16, 2008 Mayor’s Meeting.  The principal has to get back to Ann; she’ll follow 

up next week. 

       d. Concerned Citizens for Ewing (CCE) presentation of Dec. 5 at 7 PM.  

Pete Boughton, our liaison to CCE, and who will be emcee for our 

presentation on Dec. 5, went over the agenda and asked for information to 

be put on Power Point, if anyone wants to do that.  Topics could include the 

ERI/CE and its recommendations, the shade tree ordinance and the stream 

monitoring program.  The purpose of the meeting is to inform CCE members 

about the EEC and its projects, and to see if there are ways we may work 

together. 

 

       ADJOURNMENT 

 

       At 9:15PM, there being no further business, Peter Boughton moved, 

seconded by Hal Moeller, that we adjourn.  The vote was unanimous. 

 

Michael Hiscock, Chair    Lee H. Farnham, Acting Sect. 

 

These minutes approved on _______ 2007 

 

PAGES: ____ OF _____         

 

 

 


