
EWING TOWNSHIP ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION 

March 20, 2007, 7 PM 

Municipal Complex 

2 Jake Garzio Dr., Ewing, NJ 08638 

 

I. Call to Order: Public Meetings Statement 

The notice requirements provided for in the Open Public Meetings Act have 

been satisfied.  Notice of this meeting was properly given in the resolution by 

the Ewing Township Council on January 3, 2007, which was transmitted to the 

Times of Trenton and the Trentonian, filed with the Clerk of the Township of 

Ewing and posted in the Ewing Township Municipal Complex, all on January 4, 

2007. 

 

II. Roll Call Chairman: Karl Muessig called the meeting to order at 7:05PM 

and called the roll.  Present: Peter Boughton, Lee Farnham, Mike 

Hiscock, Erin Indelicato, Hal Moeller, Karl Muessig, Rus Staniec.  

Absent:  Maria Benedetti and Scott Butterfield (excused). 

III. Approval of previous meeting minutes.  Peter moved, and Hal seconded 

the approval of the previous meeting’s minutes; the vote was unanimous. 

IV. Statements from members of the public.  None. 

V. Reports of Standing Committees: 

a. Planning Board (Erin): Erin remarked on the Ewing Properties, LLC 

application for a variance from the normal 20’ property line setback 

to 5’, which was approved.  She felt that it’s too close to the railroad 

track (which might be used for light rail at some point).  She also 

had suggested that soil samples be taken from the property because 

it’s contiguous to the old GM site where dumping took place.  Her 

concern was not shared by other members and her proposed 

amendment died for lack of a second. 

       The American Properties/Westin Project received unanimous 

Planning Board approval at 11:45PM on March 1.  It had been scheduled 

last on a packed agenda, and discussion didn’t start until after 11PM 

when AP presented their deep line-up of testifiers.  Although Erin 

pointed out that the roadway cuts into wetlands and could interdict 

established migration patterns, AP said that DEP was reviewing the 

application, and that they were confident it would be approved (Karl and 

Rus thought that had not yet happened).  The final vote was taken after 

Erin had to leave. 



  There was discussion on how and when the completed Conservation 

Element would be delivered to the Planning Board. 

 

b. Site Review: Erin said that the March 22 meeting will begin at 6PM 

to talk further about impervious coverage; the regular meeting 

starts at 7PM.  She needed a substitute for the meeting and Lee 

volunteered to do so.  There was discussion about if substitutes can 

vote. 

c. Tree Ordinance.  Karl said it was given to the Mayor at the March 19 

meeting for him to pass to the new ET attorney for comments (Mike 

Hartsough). 

d. Sustainability.  Karl gave the Mayor an ordinance for Ewing (modeled 

after Cranford’s) at the same meeting, with the same result.  He 

stressed that the EEC wants a dialogue with ET about both issues, 

not just perfunctory replies.  At the same meeting Karl suggested 

that ET use the Jewish Community Center renovations as a 

prototype for LEED, so we could have a LEED example to point to. 

e. Grants.  Hal put together a comprehensive proposal for a $20,000 

ANJEC grant.  After his detailed explanation and discussion, Rus 

moved and Erin seconded a motion to approve the application to 

ANJEC for $20,000 for a planning study for continuation of the 

trolley path as a bike/hike trail from the border of Lawrence 

Township through the portion that lies in Ewing Township.  Ewing 

Township would also use the ANJEC funds to develop bike/hike 

trails on the River Rd. property, if acquired. 

 

VI. Reports of Special Committees 

a. Solar items.  Mike had extensive contact with Home Depot and BP 

about installing solar panels on municipal buildings and school 

buildings.  Panels have 25 yr. warranty and generally repay initial 

investment in eight years.  The annual rate of return is between 10-

15% of the initial investment.  He reviewed municipal utility bills and 

figures we spend $2 million a year so that, if ET got into solar, at 

some point we would be able to save lots of money over what we pay 

now and also sell SRECs (solar renewable energy credits) for unused 

power. 



       The big challenge is our ability to borrow money as taxpayers are 

reluctant to fund projects like these.  The State gives a 40-60% rebate 

on purchase price, and has the best laws in the US for solar power.   

 

b. Ewing bike/hike trails.  Pete went to a March 14 meeting of the 

Lawrence/Hopewell Trail Task Force and enthused about their 

organization and the interest from surrounding communities 

(Princeton, Hopewell, etc.).  He talked about linking up with their 

network, which is their aim too.  He also talked with Bruce Meier, 

who is the owner of much of the property surrounding the Ewing 

portion of the old trolley line. 

 

VII. Old Business 

a. TCNJ demolition.  Mr. Brooks had asked how the mold in these 

buildings was handled before they were demolished, but there is no 

information about whether TCNJ followed through on the mold 

problems before taking them down. 

b. D&R Greenway Trust & River Rd. site.  The Mayor told EEC members 

at the meeting on March 12 that Mr. Franklin had approached him 

about his property there.  The Mayor told Franklin that the 

Township’s opinion on that property had not changed.  Erin asked 

Dave Thompson (new Business Mgr.) if the County would pay to do an 

appraisal of the property, and is waiting for a reply. ( Update:  Mr. 

Franklin was to have appeared at site review on March 22 to ask for 

a zoning change to BN, but his appearance was cancelled.) 

c. Opus green building request.  Rus reports no progress 

 

VIII. New Business 

a. Earth Day, April 28.  Tree planting at Shabakunk Park at 11:00 is on.  

Ann Farnham has suggested planting an additional species of 

something already there.  Some talk about screening Wachovia Bank 

parking lot and Lee volunteers to talk with Wachovia manager about 

a prototype corporate sponsorship where they would “adopt” the 

park and provide clean-up and other manpower in return for publicity 

by ET or the EEC. 

b. Mayor’s Town Hall Meeting…for June (third Wednesday) will be on 

the environment.  Get agenda items to Karl now. 



c. An Inconvenient Truth and Janssen.  Lee reports that Janssen rebuffed his 

request to a combination film showing and tour of their LEED facilities.  His 

request was informal, but will now be made formally. 

 

IX. Correspondence   

         Ernie Hahn, Executive Director of the D&R Canal Commission writes to 

say that all their records are now digitized (thanks to Karl and his colleagues 

at DEP). 

   

At 9:15PM Rus moved, Mike seconded a motion to adjourn which was 

unanimous. 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted 

 

 

 

 

Lee H. Farnham, acting Sect.                         Karl Muessig, Chair 
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Approved with revisions as shown: 

 

April 17, 2007 


