
MEETING MINUTES 

Ewing Township Environmental Commission 

Municipal Complex, 2 Jake Garzio Drive 

Ewing, NJ 08638 

July 17, 2007 

 

I. Call to Order – Open Public Meetings Statement. 

 

The notice requirements provided for in the Open Public Meetings Act 

have been satisfied.  Notice of this meeting was properly given in the 

resolution by the Ewing Township Council on January 3, 2007, which was 

transmitted to the Times of Trenton and the Trentonian, filed with the 

Clerk of the Township of Ewing and posted in the Ewing Township 

Municipal Complex, all on January 4, 2007. 

 

II. Roll Call. 

 Chairman Hiscock called the meeting to order at 7:05PM and called the 

roll:  Present: Peter Boughton, Lee Farnham, Ann Farnham, Mike Hiscock, 

Erin Indelicato, Hal Moeller and Aimee Williams. 

  Absent (excused): Scott Butterfield and Rus Staniec.  Erin will talk to 

Rus to gauge his interest in continuing on the EEC, as there are others 

expressing interest. 

 

III. Approval of previous meeting minutes. 

  On a motion by Hal Moeller, seconded by Peter Boughton, the minutes 

of the June 19, 2007 meeting were approved unanimously. 

 

IV. Swearing In ceremony. 

 

      Mayor Jack Ball swore in the following EEC members: 

a. Ann Farnham as First Alternate. 

b. Aimee Williams as Second Alternate. 

c. Hal Moeller was sworn to two positions:  

1. He was sworn as a regular member of the EEC. 

2. He was also sworn as the Planning Board delegate from 

the EEC, replacing Erin Indelicato, who stepped down 

after four years. 



d. Scott’s absence kept him from being sworn as a regular 

member. 

 

V. Statements/Comments from the public on items on the 

agenda. 

    Nancy Tindall, an ANJEC Board Member, thanked us for the 

invitation to hear the speaker, and mentioned that ANJEC was doing 

Smart Growth grants if we were interested.  Hal Moeller mentioned the 

ANJEC global warming conference at the Trenton Marriott on 

September 20, and the ANJEC annual meeting at Mercer County 

Community College on October 12. 

      Before leaving Ms. Tindall was given copies of Ewing Township’s 

Environmental Resource Inventory and Conservation Elements to add to 

the ANJEC library. 

 

VI. Featured presenter on climate change and global warming. 

 

          Dan Steinberg, PhD, Director of Education and Outreach for the 

Princeton University PCCM/PRISM/USAfrica programs, is also a trained 

presenter for The Climate Project, a worldwide project involving Al Gore, of 

which An Inconvenient Truth is a major part.  He gave us a shortened 

version of his presentation to service clubs, schools, and other interested 

organizations.  These notes are not complete, but attempt to capture part of 

what he said.  

 

Global warming is caused, in part, by greenhouse gases (CO2) in a thin layer 

around the earth.  Those gases prevent infra-red radiation from escaping 

into the atmosphere, turning it back to earth, which it warms further. 

1) Part of the problem is the relative size of the continents in both 

hemispheres.  The Northern Hemisphere land mass is much larger than 

the Southern, so in the summer, when there’s lots of green, the amount 

of greenhouse gases goes down because the abundant green eats up 

more of it.  When the seasons reverse, the Southern Hemisphere 

summer isn’t near as green because its land mass is much smaller, so 

greenhouse gases rise because what the Southern Hemisphere eats up 

isn’t nearly enough to offset what’s produced in the Northern 

Hemisphere. 



2) There is a natural rhythm to warming cycles, and we’re in one now.  The 

problem is that man’s effect adds to the natural warming, making it 

much more dangerous.  A slide of CO2 concentration in the atmosphere 

during natural warming cycles showed current production as 280 parts 

per million.  The next slide added man’s production of CO2 (over the last 

200 years) on top of the natural production, to raise it to 380 parts per 

million.  If we don’t make changes the CO2 concentration will likely rise 

to 600 ppm in 45 years.  That’s the issue. 

3) As temperatures rise there will be stronger typhoons, hurricanes and 

tornados. Record temperatures will result. 

4) The rise in temperature affects Polar Regions much more as the 

permafrost melts.  Tundra travel days, over the last 20-30 years, have 

dropped from about 200 to fewer than 80.  Sea ice is retreating.  If we 

lose sea ice, we lose ability to reflect heat back into the atmosphere.  

More solar rays absorbed means warmer water and earth. 

5) An increase of 1 degree at the equator means 12 degrees at the Poles, 

and 5 degrees worldwide.  Global warming means caterpillars hatch 

earlier, and other insects/flowers too, but bird migration hasn’t yet 

caught up to these cycles, which means that neotropical bird migrants 

are going to have a tougher time finding food when they do arrive (this 

applies everywhere).  Global warming means insects that previously 

couldn’t stand the lower temperatures in the mountains (mosquitos) are 

climbing higher as it’s warmer. 

6) Sea ice melting, even though there’s less of it now, is manageable, but 

having land ice melt (like the massifs in West Antarctica or Greenland) 

is difficult to contemplate because there’s so much water locked up in 

those formations that the water levels worldwide could rise up to 20 

feet if just one of these regions melts! 

7) What are some principal causes of global warming and climate change? 

a) Population explosion.  Wide tracts of Brazilian tropical 

rainforests are slashed and burned to make way for cattle, 

mining, roads…as an example.  CO2 absorbing green is lost. 

b) The Science and Technology Revolution. 

c) Our way of thinking.  We must re-order our thinking and adopt 

sustainability to preserve things for future generations, and to 

tread lightly while we are here. 

8) Overall greenhouse gas production: US is 30.3%; Europe is 27% and 

Russia is 12%.  



9)  One real challenge is that the changes are so gradual that we don’t 

really notice.  But we have to before it’s too late. 

 

VII.  Reports of Standing Committees. 

a. EEC website.  In the redesign of ET’s website, the info. on the 

ERI/CE and other EEC information, disappeared.  To resolve 

that, Linn Robbins, a meeting attendee who has volunteered her 

services, will work with Mike Hiscock to get information to Tom 

Kull, ET’s webmaster.  Hal mentions that our website could have 

a series of postings on various subjects (e.g. recycling, and to 

tell people where to get the recycling barrels).  Get ideas about 

other websites that have things you like, and why, to Mike so 

they can be used in discussions with T. Kull. 

b. Planning Board and Site Review.  The PB cancelled its 5 July 

meeting, but there is a special, joint, meeting on July 18 

between the PB and ET Redevelopment Agency.  Hal and Pete 

will attend. 

     It was noted that Ms. Indelicato’s departure from the PB has    

left some awfully big shoes to fill.  She graciously agreed to offer 

whatever help she could to Hal in his new post. 

c. Grants, etc.  Hal said that Stony Brook-Millstone had turned us 

down on our application for a Watershed Grant due to no 

attachment attesting to Ewing Township’s 501(c)3 status.  It 

was noted, drily, that the need for that was pointed out to the 

ET staff who filed the grant.  Erin suggested that the EEC 

write Mayor Ball (cc: CFO and Ted Forst) saying that we 

urgently need the 501 (c) 3 letter.  Include the SB-M turndown 

letter and highlight the part about the missing 501(c)3 

attestation. 

d. DEP stream monitoring meeting had Pete Boughton and Hal 

Moeller in attendance.  They learned what’s happening state-

wide on this.  It needs a long-term outlook, but Hal 

recommended we do this for ET, perhaps using students from 

the Biology Club, Eagle Scouts, etc.  Whoever is used, Pete said, 

one of the presenters said to make sure they plan to stick with 

it for years.  Hal will prepare a draft program outline for the 

next meeting. 



e. Bike Trail.  Pete reports that Donna Lewis, Planner for Mercer 

County, has appointed Katrina Placer, in the Planning Dept., to 

work with us on bike trails.  She plans to be at our August 

meeting. 

f. Aimee suggested that we create an electronic file to keep all 

boilerplate information for grant applications.  That was a really 

good idea but I did not catch who was going to take 

responsibility for it. 

     

 

 

VIII.   Special Events 

   Janssen Pharmaceutica postponed the July 25 tour.  It will be 

rescheduled shortly.  

 

IX. New Business.        

          Aimee Williams, at Hal’s invitation, agreed to chair EEC participation 

in The Community Fest, 6 Oct 2007 at CONJ.  This is the first time that 

the EEC will participate. 

 

       ADJOURNMENT 

 

       At 9:40PM, there being no further business, Erin moved, seconded by 

Pete, that we adjourn.  The vote was unanimous. 

 

 

 

Michael Hiscock, Chair    Lee H. Farnham, Acting Sect. 

 

These minutes approved on _______ 2007 

 

PAGES: ____ OF _____         

 


